
MLA Mission

The Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) program at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
prepares its graduates to become leaders of the next generation of landscape architects. 
Trained in the extraordinary Hawaiian landscape, students are equipped with emerging tools 
and strategies needed to enhance a beautiful, resilient and healthy built environment.

As the only professional landscape architecture program in Hawai‘i, situated within a Carnegie 
R1 Land, Sea and Space Grant university, the MLA advances contemporary urban landscape 
design teaching, theory and practice in the state and tropical Asia-Pacific coastal regions with 
a dedicated focus on ecological and social sustainability by design.

Program Info

Its emphasis on contemporary, sustainable urban/landscape planning and design in tropical 
Asia-Pacific regions, where the majority of growth will occur in the upcoming decades, 
distinguishes this MLA from other North American landscape architecture programs.

Hawai‘i, with its rich natural and cultural history and manifold environmental and social 
challenges, provides a unique place of learning and opportunity for cutting-edge landscape 
architectural research, teaching, and practice. There is no other place in the United States 
where the aspirations of twenty-first century landscape architectural practice converge so 
seamlessly with the philosophy and culture of the local ancient, indigenous community.

MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE (MLA)
The UHM School of Architecture offers Hawaii‘s only professional landscape architecture degree. The field of 
landscape architecture comprises the analysis, planning, and design of natural and built environments. Landscape 
architectural practice presupposes a deep understanding of environmental systems and a commitment to the 
highest standards of design.

MLA Degree Tracks

To accommodate applicants’ varying levels of preparedness through 
their undergraduate education, the MLA degree includes three closely 
intertwined tracks: MLA I, MLA I AP, and MLA II:

Undergraduate Degree

4-year pre-pro bachelor’s 
(landscape architecture, 

architecture, environm. design) 
or professional arch. degree

4-year bachelor’s degree  

(any major)

Professional undergraduate 
degree in landscape 

architecture (BLA, BSLA)

MLA I AP
First-professional 
MLA I Advanced 
Placement Track 

60 credits 
(typ. 2 to 2.5 years)

MLA I 
First-professional 

MLA Track 

90 credits 
(3 years) 

MLA II 
   

Post-professional 
MLA Track 

54 credits 
(2 years) 

UH Mānoa MLA Degree

BEAUTIFUL URBAN OUTDOOR SPACES
Perspective rendering from UHCDC South Shore Promenade and 
Coastal Open Space Network project (‘20 UHCDC/ J. Stilgenbauer)

VIBRANT, RESILIENT COMMUNITIES
Studio crit “Visioning a Climate-resilient Sand Island,” pictured: Grace 
Zheng & Shun Ishimine  (Sp20 ARCH 743, instructor: J. Stilgenbauer)

PERFORMATIVE, ADAPTIVE ECOLOGIES
Ecological analysis diagram exercise  “Land Mosaics—Reading Spatial 
Patterns” by Matthew Higa (Sp19 ARCH 483, instructor: S. Bussiere)

HEALTHY PEOPLE AND ENVIRONMENTS
“On Behalf of Plants” visit to Kahana Cultural Living studying traditional 
Hawaiian bio-cultural practices  (Sp20 ARCH 696, instructor: P. White)



F20 ARCH 695 Applied Theories of Landscape Architecture 
Instructor: Judith Stilgenbauer, Professor 
(Image credit transect base drawing: J.Stilgenbauer)
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Regional/ watershed scale

WHAT IS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE?
Landscape architecture involves the planning, design, management, and nurturing of the built and natural 
environments. With their unique skill set, landscape architects work to improve human and environmental health in 
all communities. 

South Shore Promenade and Coastal Open Space Network Study, Judith Stilgenbauer (PI) et al., UHCDC 2020

Lake Wilson: Wahiawa Freshwater State Recreation Area Study , Judith Stilgenbauer (PI) et al., UHCDC 2019

Jonathan Quach (DArch Candidate),
ARCH 695 Applied Theories of Landscape Architecture,
Fall 2020



Urban design/ neighborhood scale

Landscape architects plan and design ecological systems, resilient neighborhoods, campuses, streetscapes, trails 
and beautiful urban outdoor spaces, such as parks, plazas, and gardens. 

WHAT IS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE?

Matthew Higa (MLA Candidate) and Josephine Briones (DArch candidate), Spring 2020 ARCH 743 Urban Design Studio

Hana Fulghum (MLA Candidate) and Camilla Bassola (MLA Candidate), ARCH 761 Ecology, Community, and Design, Fall 2020 

Hana Fulghum (MLA Candidate) and Camilla Bassola (MLA Candidate), ARCH 761 Ecology, Community, and Design, Fall 2020 



Site scale

Jonathan ‘Malu’ Stanich (MLA Candidate), ARCH 763 Advanced  Project Design, Fall 2020 

Shun Ishimine (MLA Candidate), ARCH 763 Advanced  Project Design, Fall 2020

Jonathan ‘Malu’ Stanich (MLA Candidate), ARCH 763 Advanced  Project Design, Fall 2020 

Landscape architects plan and design ecological systems, resilient neighborhoods, campuses, streetscapes, trails 
and beautiful urban outdoor spaces, such as parks, plazas, and gardens. 

WHAT IS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE?



MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Jonathan ‘Malu’ Stanich (MLA Candidate), ARCH 761 Ecology, Community and Design, Fall 2019

Trained in the extraordinary Hawaiian landscape, UH MLA students are equipped with emerging tools and strategies 
needed to enhance a beautiful, resilient and healthy built environment.



Hawai‘i, with its rich natural and cultural history and manifold environmental and social challenges, provides a unique 
place of learning and opportunity for cutting-edge landscape architectural research, teaching, and practice. 

MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

South Shore Promenade and Coastal Open Space Network Study, Judith Stilgenbauer (PI) et al., rendering: Ariel Dungca, UHCDC 2020

Lynn Mayekawa (MLA Candidate), F19 ARCH 651 Fundamentals of Landscape Design



There is no other place in the United States where the aspirations of twenty-first century landscape architectural 
practice converge so seamlessly with the philosophy and culture of the local ancient, indigenous community.

MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Jonathan ‘Malu’ Stanich (MLA Candidate), ARCH 696, Spring 2020

MLA candidates in ARCH 651 peer-
reviewing topography models, Fall 2020
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MLA Instagram

MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

@uh_mla

http://www.arch.hawaii.edu/master-of-landscape-architecture/
https://www.instagram.com/uh_mla/
https://www.instagram.com/uh_mla/
https://www.instagram.com/uh_mla/
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MASTER OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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Judith Stilgenbauer 
MLA Program Director 
jstilg@hawaii.edu
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